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Ois is what you don@®know about me:/| gossipN It& temible,
but | love that it terible,Owrites 18 year-old Jessica. These
Osared secretOwritten by teeragers and their adult mentor-
voluntees with WriteGirl, a creative-writing organzation for
teenwriters, are accesible, honed expressions offeredin a
variety of gerres Sixteensections (O'he Voice Inside OOWhen
Scaeswere Staies OOdose to Home Oetc) organzethese
piecesby theme. An additional section of OWiting ExpenmertsO
suggedsideasand modelsfor gererating writing. What@®
significarnt about this callection of unpretertious writing is that
the creative process is laid bare: Pieeesprovide a glimpse of the
auhors atwork and their inspirationsN snippetsof conversations
that provokedwriting, deegy felt feeings that needed pemission
for expresion. While honed voicesare eviden, sophisticated
reackrs may quedion the occasonal lack of polish or unique use
of language and might wonder whether these writers really took
their efforts far enough. Still, for reluctart teenreaders who are
also unmotivatedwriters, there(@ awealthof inspiration here.
(Anthology. 12 & up)
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