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ÒThis is what you donÕt know about me:/ I gossipÑ ItÕs terrible, 
but I love that itÕs terrible,Ó writes 18 year-old Jessica. These 
Òshared secretsÓ written by teenagers and their adult mentor-
volunteers with WriteGirl, a creative-writing organization for 
teen writers, are accessible, honest expressions offered in a 
variety of genres. Sixteen sections (ÒThe Voice Inside,Ó ÒWhen 
Scares were Stories,Ó ÒClose to Home,Ó etc.) organize these 
pieces by theme. An additional section of ÒWriting ExperimentsÓ 
suggests ideas and models for generating writing. WhatÕs 
signif icant about this collection of unpretentious writing is that 
the creative process is laid bare: Pieces provide a glimpse of the 
authors at work and their inspirationsÑ snippets of conversations 
that provoked writing, deeply felt feelings that needed permission 
for expression. While honest voices are evident, sophisticated 
readers may question the occasional lack of polish or unique use 
of language and might wonder whether these writers really  took 
their efforts far enough. Still, for reluctant teen readers who are 
also unmotivated writers, thereÕs a wealth of inspiration here. 
(Anthology. 12 & up) 
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