WHAT IS WRITEGIRL?

WriteGirl is a creative writing and mentoring program
for at-risk teen girls in Los Angeles.

We are about empowering teens through creativity and
self-expression. WriteGirl pairs professional women
writers with teen girls to explore the power of words and
self-expression through one-on-one weekly mentoring,
monthly workshops, public readings, performances and
publications. WriteGirl teens also get expert help and
advice with college applications, scholarship and financial
aid.

Girls gain confidence, self-esteem, communication skills
and a sense of the value of their own unique voices.

HOW WE DO IT

Our innovative program explores poetry, fiction, creative
non-fiction, songwriting, journalism, screenwriting,
playwriting, persuasive writing, corporate communications,
journal writing, editing publishing, web content producing
and more through:

1 One-on-one mentoring with professional women
writers

9 Creative writing workshops exploring poetry,
journalism, fiction and more

9 Public readings and special events throughout Los
Angeles

1 Publication of an annual anthology distributed
nationwide.

OUR GOALS
1 Teach a robust set of writing and critical
analysis skills

9 Encourage girls to explore and develop their
creative talents, both written and oral

1 Equip girls with communication skills to
confidently navigate the challenges they face

1 Nurture girls and promote healthy behaviors
and life choices through positive mentoring
relationships

1 Prepare girls for college

HISTORY

WriteGirl was launched in December 2001 by
Executive Director Keren Taylor. From a starting
membership of 40 women and girls, WriteGirl has
grown to a membership of over 275.

Each season, WriteGirl publishes an anthology of
writing from al members.
anthology, Silhouette, is available now on
Amazon.com and www.writegirl.org and selected
booksellers.

Guest mentor, Academy Award-winning
screenwriter, Diablo Cody

OUR MEMBERS

91 Girls participate from more than 60 high schools in
the greater Los Angeles area.

9 WriteGirl mentors and volunteers are
accomplished journalists, novelists, poets, TV and
film writers, songwriters, marketing executives,
editors, attorneys, accountants, managers and
more from all over Los Angeles.

LOCATION

Monthly workshops take place at the Miguel
Contreras Learning Center near downtown Los
Angeles.

CONTACT WRITEGIRL
Through our website, www.writegirl.org

Call us: 213-253-2655
Fax us: 213-253-2618
E Mail us: info@writegirl.org

WRITEGIRL WORKS!

100% of WriteGirl teens in our Core Mentoring Program
graduate from high school and go on to college.
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WriteGirl Program Elements

ONE-ON-ONE MENTORING

sessions and creative writing workshops.

Hills, where our teens perform their original work along with special guest performers. This sold-out event brings

together government officials, members of the literary and education communities, film and television executives

and WriteGirl supporters.
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WriteGirl mentors are novelists, poets, songwriters, screenwriters,
marketing & public relations professionals, editors, journalists,
story analysts and more. These women share their expertise and
passion for creative writing with teenage girls during mentoring

WriteGirl volunteer mentors offer girls a powerful and consistent
relationship with someone outside of their homes and schools.
Girls gain valuable communication skills for a lifetime of increased

opportunities.

WORKSHOPS
Imagine over 140 womenandgi r | s al | i n one r odaymanthly groupvweprkshofs aretbasédli r | 6 s f ul
on creative and interactive approaches within a standards-based curriculum.
Mentor, mentees, volunteers, and special guests enjoy a day of inspiration, empowerment, fun, creativity and writing.
At WriteGirl, workshops girls explore such powerful themes as identity, family, community and culture.
Previous special guests include:

1 Geena Davis, Academy Award winning actor

1 Diablo Cody, screenwriter, Juno

1 Robin Swicord, screenwriter, The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, Memoirs of a Geisha

9 Patt Morrison, Los AngelesTimes columnist, NPR commentator

1 Janet Fitch, novelist, White Oleander and Paint it Black

T Jill Sol oway, wr i tSk FeetpJnderdandcaethror 0bTiny EaBi€sGnsShiny Pants

1 Carol Muske-Dukes, California Poet Laureate, novelist, Channeling Mark Twain

1 Rita Hsaio, screenwriter, Enchanted, Toy Story 2

9 Carol Flint, television writer/producer, ER, The West Wing

1 Kirsten Smith, screenwriter, Legally Blonde

9 Sarah Fain and Liz Craft, writers for Dollhouse, Wo me n 6 s Mu r ahd The Ehield b

1 Ann Taylor Fleming, a journalist whose credits include CNN, The New York Times and Newsweek

1 Abigail Goldman, Pulitzer Prize-winning Los Angeles Times journalist

1 Diane Warren, Grammy Award-winning singer/songwriter

I Gina Nahai, novelist, Caspian Rain
READINGS AND SPECIAL EVENTS
WriteGirl produces 20 events annually to shar ePubliember sé wor k
readings help girls develop oral presentation skills and confidence speaking in public.
WriteGir.l has partnered with the Mayorbdés Office and the City
writing workshops during Heritage Months for over 300 middle school students led by WriteGirl mentors.
Barnes and Noble and Skylight Books host WriteGirl public readings. WriteGirl also has a presence at the Los
Angeles Times Festival of Books, UCLA Writers Fair, TheCal i f orni a Womends West Hol |l ywoo:«
Book Expo America and Feria del Libro.
The WriteGirl season culminates each year withac el ebr ati on at the Writero6s Guild of /



WriteGirl In-Schools Program

The WriteGirl In-Schools Program is focused on schools in low-income and underserved areas. Our
students face a vast number of difficult issues, including unstable family circumstances, pregnancy
and motherhood, challenging financial situations and violence in their communities.

Participating Schools:

Destiny Girls Academy
New Village High School
La Vida West

Downey Cal-SAFE
Hope Cal-SAFE
Bermudez, Cal -SAFE
Azusa, Cal -SAFE
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The WriteGirl In-Schools Program brings innovative creative writing

workshops into the classroom. WriteGirl creates a uniquely interactive
and stimulating learning environment where girls have the opportunity
to learn how to empower and express themselves effectively through
writing. Workshops investigate social and personal issues while
learning the crafts of writing, editing and performance.

As with all WriteGirl programming, curriculum is progressive, with
increasing challenges each semester. WriteGirl is designed to accommodate a wide range of
individual academic abilities, which also allows for new students to be easily integrated into the
program and engage the most reticent learner.

Each 24-week program culminates with the publication of a small book and a community reading.
These elements are rare opportunities for the girls to share their creative work, gain valuable
performance skill and experience concrete outcomes. Wri t e Gi-$chodls Prdgnam has published
eleven books showcasing the writing from these girls: This is Our Space, Ocean of Words, Look
At Me Long Enough , Now That | Think About It , Visible Voices , Everything About Her
Sometimes Just Sometimes , Reflectio ns, The Landscape Ahead, Words That Echo and
Afternoon Shine.
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The Word on WriteGirl

FROM MENTEES:

mind of anything negative,
gather up my inspiratio n,
and |l et | oose

OWriteGirls let go of any
judgments or fears. We

write about our thoughts,

we take advantage of
words, and wed
surrounded by amazing
women who share the same

l ove for writi

OWriteGirl efrseeinggirlz ceee alme
with imagination, drawing  out their creativity
and curiosity. Every workshop feels like a gift f
greatly received. 0

0The first ti
piece out loud, | got so
much support! | love my
mentor. WriteGirl

makes me feel at
home. 6

0 Wo r ki n gVriteGirtséniors on their
college applications has been fun, enlightening,
overwhelming and, ultimately, so rewarding. To
see these girls navigate, financial aid
OThis program has hel ped i applications, collegeinterviewsand essays is so

skills as a writer, but also as a woman inaman - inspiring. They have so many barriers to going
dominated worl d. é to college but are unfailingly determined. To
know that | am helping their college dreams
GEENA DAVIS: c ome true i s about t he b
0Seeing WriteGir/l i n acti o o0The rgyheee couldlightup all of LA for a
experience dthese girls are empowered and finding we e k! So glad to be a p
their voices. What a gift this program is to their
l'ives. 6 0ln their shining eyes,
|l eaders, women of streng

JENE Y -

Never Underestimate the Power of a Girl and Her Pen !
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PN Calendar of Events

20091 2010
SEASON 9

MEMBER EVENTS

November 7, 2009
Volunteer Retreat
Grammy Foundation , Santa Monica
10-4pm

Saturday, November 21, 2009
Mentee Welcome Day
Miguel Contreras Learning Center, 10 -4 pm

Saturday, December 12, 2009
WriteGirl Season Kickoff
For all volunteers, mentees and their families
Miguel Contreras Learning Center  , 12-3 pm

Saturday, January 30, 2010
Poetry Workshop
Miguel Contreras Learning Center  , 1-4 pm

Saturday, February 20, 2010
Songwriting  Workshop
Miguel Contreras Learning Center  , 12-4 pm

Saturday, March 20, 2010
Fiction & Non -Fiction Workshop
Miguel Contreras Learning  Center , 12 -4 pm

Saturday, April 17, 2010
Character Development & Monologue Workshop
Miguel Contreras Learning Center |, 12-4 pm

Saturday, May 22, 2010
Performance Workshop
Miguel Contreras Learning Center 12 -3 pm

Workshop Address:
322 S. Lucas Avenue (at 3" Street)
Los Angeles, CA 90017

)

PUBLIC EVENTS

Saturday, Oct ober 3, 2009
WOMEN & WORDS CONFERENCE
The Olympic Collection
West Los Angeles

Tuesday, October 27, 2009
THE WOMENOGS CONFE
Long Beach Convention Center
Stop by our booth!

Saturd ay, March 6 ™, 2010
SKYLIGHT BOOKS READING
Come hear our girls read!

Thursday, April1 ', 2010
BOLD INK AWARDS
Celebrating fearless women writers!
Grammy Foundation

Sat. April 24 & Sun. 25, 2010
LA TIMES FESTIVAL OF BOOKS
UCLA Campus
Come here our gi rls read!

May 25 T May 27, 2010
BOOK EXPO AMERICA
Javits Convention Center
New York, NY

Saturday, June 26, 2010
SEASON-END CELEBRATION
Writers Guild of America Theater

9
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www. writeg‘r\'
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WriteGirl Mentees T a few highlights

Members of WriteGirl have achieved some incredible
things, all linked to the development of strong writing
skills and working with their mentors.

Congratulations to the 22 WriteGirl teens who
entered college in the fall of 2009 at the following
schools:

Cal State LA

Dartmouth College

Evergreen State College

Long Beach City College

Loyola Marymount University

Pasadena City College

San Francisco State University

Santa Monica College

Sonoma State University

UC Berkeley

UC Irvine

UC Los Angeles

UC Riverside

Yale University

Lovely Umayam developed her creative voice over
the course of five seasons with WriteGirl. Lovely is
studying at Reed College on a full scholarship and

plans to study international relations and
journalism.

Stephanie Almendarez struggled in high school
and dropped out when she was discouraged. With
the guidance of WriteGirl, working closely with her
mentor, she passed the GED exam, received her

high school diploma and enrolled in a local

community college. Her college schedule includes

a creative writing class, which is already her
favorite.

Iris Benitez wrote such a compelling letter that
acclaimed author Sandra Cisneros agreed to fly in
from Texas to speak at the Belmont High School
graduation ceremony. Iris introduced Sandra before
a crowd of 5,000. lris
novel, The House on Mango Street, with her
WriteGirl mentor, who introduced her to the book.
She recently graduated from UC Davis.

Lena Brooks won the prestigious Scholastic poetry
Award, one of twenty selected nationally out of
thousands of high school students.

Jeanine Daniels won honorable mention for her
short film script in a Twentieth Century Fox-
sponsored contest at the Communication Arts
Academy at Hamilton High School. Jeanine was
awarded a full scholarship to Pitzer College and is
currently in China doing study abroad.

Perla Melendez participated in the prestigious
California State Summer School for the Arts
(CSSSA), held on the campus of the California
Institute of the Arts. Perla, author of two poetry
chapbooks, participates in the Creative Writing
program at UC Santa Barbara.
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WriteGirl Publications

Since 2001, WriteGirl Publications has been producing awaravinning anthologies that showcase

the bold voices and imaginative insights of women and girls. Unique in both design and content,
WriteGirl anthologies present a wide range of personal stories, poetry, essays, scenes and lyrics, as
well as a selection ofwriting experiments to inspire readers to find their own creative voices.

RAVES FOR WRITEGIRL BOOKS!

The Writer Magazine SILHOUETTE

filt's pretty easya get worked up about the state of literacy and writing these dags. T

| ament goes Yoonypeopieidongredd,inkle t hé@y certainly
That's why it's so heartening to read about a program that mentors and encourages young
writers. WriteGirl is a great model for writers and teachers who are looking for ways to
improve literacy and to help teens become successful through waiting.

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) LISTEN TO ME
fiLike all good literary works, these writings leave tieader

wantingmoré Wr i t e Gi r | & s Wonderful, tion
belongs in every media center, public library, and creative writing
classo
School Library Journal Review LINES OF VELOCITY
fiThis anthology is sure to be picked up by aspiring youngersris
well as educators looking for inspired samples and interactive
exercises. o0
WRITEGIRL ANTHOLOGIES HAVE WON A TOTAL OF 21 BOOK AWARDS INCLUDING:
Best Book, USA Books Newk Grand
Prize Winner, Next Generation Indie
Book Awards| 1st Place, London
Book Festivall 1st Place, National
Indie Book Awards |~ Silver Medal,
IPPYT 1%Place, Los Angeles Book
Festival, NontFiction
New From WriteGirl!
‘ L PENS ON FIRE
Pens on Fire
H“ﬂi@f%miif“ Over 200 Creative Writing Experiments!
s Great for teachers, schools and groups!
Ail've searched everywhere on the int
something like this to help me make creative writing fun and interesting for
my <c¢l ass. I't's amazing!o Mar k Tayl

Available only at www.writeqirl.org

All book sales benefit WriteGirl, a non-profit creative writing and mentoring program
info@writeqgirl.org (213 253-2655)
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WriteGirl Mentors

WriteGirl volunteers and weekly mentors include

accomplished journalists, novelists, poets, TV and
film writers, songwriters, marketing executives, and

editors with the Los Angeles Times, Paramount

Pictures, HBO, Harper-Collins, Disney and Comedy

Central, among many others.
A few highlights:

Stephanie Allen is working on a collection of poetry
and has completed seven screenplays. She
currently works as a creative marketing executive at
Fox Searchlight Pictures.

Abby Anderson is a screenwriter whose last two
scripts made it to the Second Round of Austin Film
Festival's screenplay and teleplay competitions.

Susanne Ferrull has worked as a journalist, editor,
publicist and freelance writer for ore than 10 years.
she holds a Masterdés deg
from Syracuse University.

Jennifer Hoppe has a TV project in development
with Paramount and, in addition, Ridley Scott's
company is producing a script she and her partner
wrote last year.

Michelle Lewis is a New York singer/songwriter
who has written songs for many well-known artists
(such as Cher, Shawn Colvin and Michelle Branch)
in addition to releasing her own albums. She has
recently created a kid's TV show about music which
is in development with Disney.

Patty Orppeza is a copy editor for Rangefinder dnd
Af tef _Capture magazi nt:Is.
profiles about photographers, she enjoys reading,
going to the movies and of course hanging out with
her WriteGirl mentee.

AntheaRaymondwas KPCC&s first
For nearly two years, she supervised the NPR

af f il i aiwmrlng regoseasr Sthe went on to
edit NPR6s News and Not e:
of the LA Press Club. A native Angeleno, she co-
produces the annual Southern California Journalism

Awards and teaches at Santa Monica College.

Deborah Reber is the editor of Chicken Soup for the
Teenage Soul, The Real Deal Book 1: School and
the author of Run for Your Life, a running guide for
women.

Marlys West published a book of poems, Notes for a
Late-Blooming Martyr. She also received the NEA
grant for poetry.
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