
Incorporating Music into Your Writing 
 

The theme of our newest anthology is music! Your submissions don’t have to be completely 
about music, but we would love it if you could make your submissions just a little bit musical. 
Here are some creative ways to tie music into your writing!  

 
Book Submission Deadline: February 15th at 9:00 PM 

Submit to: writegirlbook2017@gmail.com 
 
Add instruments as props or put them in the background of your setting: 

● I tripped over my guitar as I ran into my unkempt room. 
● There was a dusty piano in the back of my grandmother’s living room that looked like it 

hadn’t been touched in 50 years. 
 
Musicians as characters: 

● The close quarters of the hot subway car were flooded with the busker’s cool jazz. 
● The drummer struck the cymbal till it was all I could hear. 

 
Music as a location: 

● I went to the concert for my 13th birthday. I had to beg my mother all week to let me go, 
so sitting in the audience, I felt like singing! 

● Just as I was about to walk out of the wings for my choir performance when... 
 
Music as a metaphor: 

● She played me like a violin. 
● My headache thudded like a bass drum. 
● Her voice trembled like the wavering vibrato of a flute 

 
Music to create mood and sensation: 

● Is that a siren or a saxophone? 
● Strumming my fate with his fingers. 
● My smile spread wider as the song’s harmony played. The sound was so clear and 

bright, I couldn’t help but feel warm. 
 
Use rhythm and repetition to create space and vary pace in your writing: 

● You don’t need to be writing a song to use musical phrasing in your writing. Great 
orators use pregnant pauses and repetitive expressions. When writing, think about 
bookending longer sentences with short, rhythmic declarations: “I stop. I wait. I listen.” 
This can add an element of musicality to what you’re writing. 

● Think about Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech, I Have a Dream: “I still have a dream, a 
dream deeply rooted in the American dream - one day this nation will rise up and live up 
to its creed, ‘we hold these truths to be self evident: that all men are created equal.’ I 
have a dream … “ He repeats “a dream”  8 times to list his hopes and prayers creating a 
sense of song in prose. 

 


