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VYiggIe your fingers and make
circles with your wrists. Take
three deep breaths!

Browse this “WriteGirl
Planet” and find something

that sparks your interest.

When you feel like you've
eved something, draw d
r work! (or

If a pat on

achi
big star on you
just give yourse

the back!)

Grab

a rnal

anpen' (Or q Post-ita nd
Y Paper worksy)

Take a break for
some hydration!

If y.ou start missin
WriteGirl WOrkshog
h-ere are some Ps,
Pictures!



Ashaki M. Jackson

Ashaki M. Jackson is a VONA and Cave Canem alumna. Her
work appears in CURA, Obsidian, Faultline and Prairie
Schooner among other publications. She is the author of two
chapter-length collections - Surveillance (Writ Large Press)

and Language Lesson (MIEL). Jackson is co-founder of

Women Who Submit, and she serves as an executive editor of

The Offing magazine. She earned a Creative Writing MFA from

Antioch University Los Angeles and a Psychology Doctorate

from Claremont Graduate University.Poetry Writing Tip:

Looking for a way to refresh your poem? Flip it upside down;

rewrite the last line first and see what comes out! Need
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Elline Lipkin

Elline Lipkin is a poet, academic and nonfiction writer. Her
first book of poems, The Errant Thread, was chosen by Eavan
Boland for the Kore Press First Book Award. Her second
book, Girls’ Studies, was published by Seal Press. Her poems
have been published in various contemporary journals and
she has been a resident at Yaddo, the Virginia Center for the
Creative Arts, and the Dorland Mountain Arts Colony. From
2016-2018, she served as Poet Laureate of Altadena and co-
edited the Altadena Poetry Review. Currently a Research
Scholar with UCLA's Center for the Study of Women, she has
taught poetry workshops for Writing Workshops Los
Angeles, 826 Valencia, the California Institution for Women,
Scripps College, and worked online and in the classroom ITING T

with a variety of writers. t:xPe”"‘e"t wi
eir tones an
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Rachel McLeod Kaminer:

Rachel McLeod Kaminer grew up in the Blue Ridge of
the Appalachian Mountains. Her book of poetry As in the
dark, descend was published with Writ Large Press in
2016. Next up is Attendance, a hybrid work of

documentary poetry written in collaboration with Rocio
Carlos. Attendance will appear on The Operating System
in late 2018. Rachel lives and works in the Los Angeles
River basin. She genuinely prefers to communicate via
Tumblr messenger. No, really.
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Janel Pineda

Janel Pineda is a Los Angeles-born poet and the
daughter of Salvadoran immigrants. She is an editor
and translator for La Piscucha Magazine, a
multilingual arts, literature and culture magazine
created by Salvadoran writers. Janel has performed
her poetry internationally in both English and
Spanish. As a WriteGirl alumna, her first publication
was in a WriteGirl anthology but her poems have
since been published in wildness, Latino Book
Review and The Wandering Song: Central American
Writing in the United States, among others. She is
currently pursuing an MA in Creative Writing and
Education at Goldsmiths, University of London as a
Marshall Scholar.

janelpineda.com

@Pineda_Janel
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Darby Price

Darby Price started volunteering with WriteGirl in
2008, a few years before she left L.A. for the East
Coast. There, she earned her MFA from George
Mason University, where she was a Heritage Fellow
and the Poetry Editor for Phoebe. Her poems have
since appeared in Beloit Poetry Journal, Zocalo Public
Square, Redivider, RHINO, and PANK, among others.
Her essay, “A Michael Bay Brain: Encouraging Words
for the Working Poet,” is forthcoming in the
anthology Far Villages: Welcome Essays for New &
Beginner Poets from Black Lawrence Press. Darby
teaches undergraduate writing at UC Irvine, and
when she isn't Zoom conferencing, you can find her

hanging out with her cats and husbae in Long Beach.

www.darbyprice.com

@darbykilleen

@DarbyKPrice
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Sholeh Wolpé

Sholeh Wolpé is an Iranian-born poet, writer and
playwright. UCLA's inaugural Writer-in-Residence in
2018, she is presently the current Writer-in-Residence at
UC Irvine. Wolpég is the recipient of the 2014 PEN/Heim,
2013 Midwest Book Award, 2010 Lois Roth Persian
Translation prize as well as artist fellowships and
residencies in the U.S., Mexico, Spain, Australia and
Switzerland. Her most recent books include Keeping
Time With Blue Hyacinth (Univ. of Arkansas Press), and
The Conference of the Birds (W.W. Norton). Wolpé’s
literary works number over twelve collections of poetry,
books of translations, and anthologies, as well as several
plays. She has performed her literary work with world-

renowned musicians nationally and internationally.

www.sholehwolpe.com

Upcoming Events:
www.sholehwolpe.com/calendar

@Sholeh_Wolpe

@Sholeh_Wolpe

@ youtube.com/SholehWolpe

ODETRY WRITING TIP:

you go searching for your poem with
our cup empty of all expectations,
eliefs and disbeliefs... the world will
fold and fill your cup with jewels.
hat's in the cup today? Take a look and
iscard it all. Then Lift up your head and
pok at the world, and at your own self.
hat do you see?

| like the juxtaposition of
poetry and images. Check this
out as an example: | was sung
into this world, Spanish version
of | Was sung into this world.



Ellen Lutwak

I've been naming things ever since | was a little girl. Dishes my mom
created from leftovers, many, many goldfish, pretend nail polish...|
was fascinated by the names of Revlon polish. While | was
recognized for my poetry in middle and high school, | majored in
journalism at Cal State Northridge. My love of wordplay and
persuasion led me to a career in advertising - with close to 20 years
in the packaging division of Mattel. What a thrill to discover that my
aptitude for puns was a professional skill - naming! There | came up
with hundreds of names for dolls, action figures and little cars - as
well as product descriptions and instructions. Today, | freelance as
Namegirl, working with a diverse range of clients including tech
startups, wines for women and real estate developments.

www.ellenlutwak.popslice.com




And then thought to yourself - what is poetry, anyway?
Poetry is a free form of writing that expresses your voice and
a specific point-of-view.

Poetry does not have to rhyme. Poetry is painting with
words. Poetry is being specific and adding details. Poetry is
inventing a vibe with words. Poetry does not have to have
line breaks and can be one long paragraph. Poetry is using
metaphors, personifying and using whatever it takes —
similes, sounds, exaggeration and irony, to say what she
wants to say, and feel what she wants to feel! Because she
is Poetry.

Uh-oh, did we just write a prose poem?

July Rain

By Phoebe Perkins, age 16

| can still smell the river, dominating all my senses; its
rough, almost severe smell, not bad, not good, just home.

| can feel the humidity cling to my skin as | drive past the
brightly colored homes, each one bigger than the last,
giving me a feeling of a simpler time.

| can still picture the lightning illuminating the sky like a
stage light, too bright — an artificial sun. The gray clouds
fade into one another as the sound of wind chimes, the
sound of familiarity, is picked up by the growing wind... and
suddenly it is over.






https://www.skybrary.aero/index.php/Cloud_Types




CLICHE OR NOT TO CLICHE~?

Watch Out for Los Angeles Clichés:

General traffic

Delicious food, without details
Landmarks without any other details
Yoga-Practicing Vegetarians

Smog!

Pacific Ocean, without any other details
Palm trees, palm trees, palm trees

How to Uniquify/individualize
these Clichés:

The key to avoiding cliches is to include specific
details that you observed with your own senses.




The LA Girl
By Addissyn Hous

listening and'

make me into an LA girl.







THE WORLD
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!



https://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/mobile
https://ypn.poetrysociety.org.uk/workshop/renga-a-collaborative-poetry-challenge/
https://art21.org/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/art-school/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/art-school/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/4de46e0b-4deb-4590-a71f-722242df898d/lettering-artistry-with-jessica-hische-art-school/

“Mustard hills that turn to dust in summerTechnicolor
sunsets burning neonWhite jasmine blooming on a
once-in-a-while warm night...”

Danielle Davis, WriteGirl Mentor



http://nhmlac.org/connects
http://nhmlac.org/connects
http://nhmlac.org/connects
http://nhmlac.org/connects
https://www.writegirl.org/
http://nhmlac.org/connects
https://www.writegirl.org/la-love-poem

FREE YOUR PEN

It's totally norm

We want to read it too! Share it with us on the WriteGirl Clubhouse
page! Just click SUBMIT YOUR WRITING.

-

The music of this moment
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