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Set your eyes on a far
away spot on the

horizon and take a few
calming breaths!

Browse this “WriteGirl Planet”
and find something that

intrigues you.

When you have
written a paragraph,

cheer for yourself 
out loud! Why not?!

Grab your journal
and a pen. (Or

any paper at all!)

Take a break
to imagine

what life might
be like on
another
planet!!
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HOW TO USE THIS AT HOME
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writegirl planet - spotlight

Renée Watson is a bestselling author, educator and activist. Her “realistic
fiction” novels often center around the experiences of Black girls and
women and explore the themes of home, identity, and the intersections of
race, class and gender. 

Renée Watson’s passion for inspiring young people through her writing
shines through the refreshing characters she creates in her coming-of-
age stories. For budding poets, feminists, and activists, check out her
novel Watch Us Rise (co-written with Ellen Hagan), which features art,
poetry and two best friends on a mission to empower themselves and
other women. After starting a Women’s Rights Club at their school, their
progressive work goes viral and gets targeted and threatened by internet
trolls. What will Jasmine and Chelsea risk for their voices – and those of
other young women – to be heard? 

To learn more about Renée Watson, go to:
http://www.reneewatson.net/about.

“ W H E N  W E  G I V E  O U R  Y O U N G  P E O P L E
D I V E R S E  B O O K S ,  W H E N  W E  A S K  T H E M  T O
T E L L  T H E I R  S T O R I E S ,  T O  W R I T E  I T  D O W N ,
T O  P U T  O N  R E C O R D  Y O U R  O W N  T R U T H …
W H A T  W E  A R E  D O I N G  I S  S A Y I N G  ‘ I  S E E
Y O U .  Y O U R  S T O R Y  M A T T E R S .  W H E R E
Y O U ’ R E  F R O M  I S  I M P O R T A N T . ’ ”  

–  R E N É E  W A T S O N  
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Often called the Grande Dame of Science Fiction, Octavia Butler was the
first Black woman to be acclaimed as a master of the genre. An expert of
reimagining class and ethnicity, Butler’s short stories focused on female
protagonists of African descent and communities of multi-ethnic and,
sometimes, multi-species characters.  

Octavia grew up in the racially diverse community of Pasadena,
California. Raised by her grandmother and mother, Octavia learned
about racial discrimination firsthand as she observed how her family was
mistreated by their white employers. Extremely shy as a child, Octavia
found her outlet reading fantasy novels and stories at the library. She
attended Pasadena City College in the 1960s, witnessing and taking part
in the Black Power movement  – a movement emphasizing a call for
racial pride, social equality, and the need for Black political and cultural
institutions.  

 (continued on next page)
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(1947 - 2006)

" W R I T I N G  I S  O N E  O F  T H E  F E W
P R O F E S S I O N S  I N  W H I C H  Y O U  C A N
P S Y C H O A N A L Y S E  Y O U R S E L F ,  G E T  R I D  
O F  H O S T I L I T I E S  A N D  F R U S T R A T I O N S  I N
P U B L I C ,  A N D  G E T  P A I D  F O R  I T . "  

–  O C T A V I A  B U T L E R
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After college, Octavia attended the Clarion Science Fiction Writers’
Workshop, a well-known training ground for aspiring writers of science
fiction and fantasy. At this workshop, she met her future mentor, Harlan
Ellison, and began selling stories. By the late 1970s, writing was her full-
time job. 

Octavia was a multiple recipient of both the Hugo and Nebula awards,
regarded as the most important awards in science fiction and fantasy. In
1995, she became the first science fiction writer to receive a MacArthur
Fellowship, sometimes referred to as the "Genius Grant." A Southern
California native, Octavia maintained a longstanding relationship with
the Huntington Library in San Marino. In her will, she bequeathed to the
library her vast collection of correspondence, photographs, early copies
of her first editions, report cards from her days at Pasadena City College,
and notes to herself about character development. 

If you want to read about imaginary pasts and futures that use magic,
history and technology to tell a story, then Octavia Butler’s powerful and
pioneering voice in science fiction will appeal to you. 

To learn more about Octavia Butler, go to:
https://www.octaviabutler.com.  
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(CONTINUED)

https://www.octaviabutler.com/


Writer Words of
 Wisdom
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DRAWING AS A JUMPING OFF POINT

of Wisdo

unleash 

Your inner artist!

“You cannot step over a mountain, she told me, “but

if you step over pebble by pebble, you’ll look back

and the mountain will be behind you.”
- Ann Rule, American true crime writer
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Maybe your r
obot is all m

etal and squa
re.

Maybe it has o
ne eye. Maybe it has m

any

arms or many legs! Once you’ve created

your robot, 
take a second to think about

who this robo
t is. 

What’s your r
obot’s name? Does your

robot have a
ny special abilities? W

hat are

they? Where does y
our robot liv

e, and

what year is i
t? Use your 

answers to

create a shor
t story revo

lving around

your robot!
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re.
any
ted

Time for some Sci-Fi!
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Maybe the most iconic image that helps us dive
right into the world of SCIENCE FICTION is...
ROBOTS. Try drawing your very own robot using the
images below as inspiration.
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Think of it as your
character’s personal Soapbox! 

A broccoli covered clown! 

Make a list

Try assigning your different areas of
knowledge to different characters in your
story! 
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Writing Tip!ng Tip!
“Write for yourself, first and foremost. Your voicesmatter and your stories matter just as much as your lives.” – Angie Thomas, author of The Hate U Give
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Imaginary Inventions
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Writing Tip!ng Tip!
“Writing permits me to be more than I am.Writing permits me to experience life as anynumber of strange creations.” – Alice Walker, author of The Color Purple
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Images can inspire great works of fiction. 

Choose one of the images below and ask yourself these questions:

Write a short story inspired by your answers!

Capture a Story

WRITEGIRL PLANET
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Writing Tip!ng Tip!
“I write entirely to find out what I’m thinking, what I’m lookingat, what I see and what it means. What I want and what I fear.”- Joan Didion, author of The Year of Magical Thinking
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Remembering John Lewis

John Lewis was an American politician and civil rights activist. During the
Civil Rights Movement, Lewis was integral to ending legalized racial
segregation in the United States. He was one of the “Big Six” leaders of
groups who organized the 1963 March on Washington and led the first of
three marches from Selma to Montgomery on the Edmund Pettus Bridge.
Lewis went on to be elected to Congress in 1986, serving 17 terms in the
U.S. House of Representatives, and received the Presidential Medal of
Freedom during the Obama administration. 

“ O R D I N A R Y  P E O P L E  W I T H
E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  V I S I O N  C A N  R E D E E M
T H E  S O U L  O F  A M E R I C A  B Y  G E T T I N G
I N  W H A T  I  C A L L  G O O D  T R O U B L E ,
N E C E S S A R Y  T R O U B L E . ”  

-  J O H N  L E W I S

WRITEGIRL PLANET
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Did you know? In 2013, Lewis became the first
member of congress to write a graphic novel with the
release of Book One of the March trilogy. The March
trilogy tells the story of the Civil Rights Movement
through the perspective of Lewis. Co-written by
Andrew Aydin and illustrated and lettered by Nate
Powell, Lewis’ trilogy won many of the top comic
book awards, and each became a New York Times
bestseller for graphic novels.



The World 

at Your Fingertips!

F I C T I O N   |    1 3

Public Radio Exchange (distributors of shows like TED
Talks Daily, This American Life and The Moth) is seeking
young storytellers (ages 10-25) for their new podcast Ooh
You’re in Trouble. Do you have a story about breaking
the rules – whether you were fighting an injustice, stirring
up mischief or something else? These can include: social
codes, school guidelines, cultural norms or religious rules.
They are especially seeking more submissions from
voices who are traditionally under-represented in media.
Learn more and submit your story here!

And She Could Be Next tells the story of a defiant
movement of women of color, as political candidates
and organizers, who are working for a more inclusive
and just America. This documentary series explores
how democracy can be made stronger by those most
marginalized. The series is Executive Produced by
Ava DuVernay and follows trailblazers such as Stacey
Abrams, Rashida Tlaib, Maria Elena Durazo, and
more. Watch for free here!

WRITEGIRL PLANET
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https://getmortified.com/trouble/
https://getmortified.com/trouble/
https://getmortified.com/trouble/
https://getmortified.com/trouble/
https://getmortified.com/trouble/
https://www.pbs.org/pov/watch/shecouldbenext/
https://www.pbs.org/pov/watch/shecouldbenext/
https://www.pbs.org/pov/watch/shecouldbenext/


The World 

at Your Fingertips!
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Mentee Ilana Drake is an ambassador for The
Decameron Project, an online community that
empowers young people to share their stories and
come together. They accept all forms of writing! 

Submit your work at decameronproject.org.
Anyone who submits is guaranteed to be
published! Every voice is heard!

Course Hero, an online platform with more than 20 million
course-specific documents, is the perfect study buddy for
college students. Course Hero is full of course notes
uploaded by students and educators, study guides, a blog
full of advice from current and past students, and tutors
available 24/7. 
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If you can commit to writing 1,000
words a day (two pages single-spaced)
for a couple of months, then you can
produce a book-length manuscript by
the end of the fall! There’s no need to
wait for NaNoWriMo in November, as
there’s a Young Writers program year-
round. Find out more here.  

Glow Up Tech is an online resource
designed to inspire teen girls to become
tomorrow’s tech leaders. Focusing on
making tech more approachable and
friendly to girls ages 14-19, Glow Up Tech
engages participants with virtual “day
parties” featuring current female tech
leaders who work at companies like
Google, Expedia, Disney and Amazon. 
Find out more here.

MORE EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 
on your very own WriteGirl Clubhouse page:

https://www.writegirl.org/writegirl-club-house

http://decameronproject.org/
https://www.coursehero.com/
https://ywp.nanowrimo.org/
https://www.glowuptech.org/
https://www.writegirl.org/writegirl-club-house
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Self-Care Toolkit
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Bonus: 

writing experiment! 

If you're looking for additional resources to help you and your family
with COVID-19, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) website lists a
great deal of information and resources.

Self-Care Toolkit CONTINUED
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https://www.healthline.com/health/pressure-points-for-anxiety#takeaway
https://www.cdc.gov/cpr/prepareyourhealth/index.html


Share your work with us!

Visit the WriteGirl Clubhouse Page
to submit your groovy fiction!

SUBMIT YOUR WORK!

https://www.writegirl.org/writegirl-club-house


We're here
for you!

WRITEGIRL STAFF
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Executive Director: Keren Taylor

Associate Director: Allison Deegan

Managing Director: Katie Geyer 

Curriculum Director: Kirsten Giles 

Development Associate: Cindy Collins 

College Program Manager: Leslie Awender

Administrative Manager: Megan Bennett 

Bold Ink Writers Program Coordinator: Andrea Ohlsen-Esparza 

WriteGirl Event Assistant: Lilliana Winkworth

P

Call 213-253-2655 
or reach us at

membership@writegirl.org




